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Joshua, chapter 7: 

“But the children of Israel 
committed a trespass in the 
accursed thing: for Achan, the 
son of Carmi, the son of Zab- 
di, the son of Zerah, of the 
tribe of Judah, took of the ac- 
cursed thing: and the anger 

. of the Lord was kindled 
against the children of Israel.” 


Now the time Achan did this 
sin was when Jericho was taken. 
‘The children of Israel were just 
coming into the promised land. God 
had remarkably led them through 
the River Jordan. They marched 
around Jericho seven days, and on 
the seventh day, around seven 
times, and God had the walls of 
the city fall down. God said, 
“This is holy to me. I am doing 
the work, and everything in that 
city belongs to me. Don’t touch 
‘the silver or gold. It is all con- 
secrated to the Lord.’ The rest was 
accursed. 


Now this man Achan sinned in 
taking of the accursed things, and 
the things that belonged to God. 


“2. And Joshua sent men 

“ from Jericho to Ai, which is 
beside Bethaven, on the east 
side of Bethel, and spake un- 
to them, saying, Go up and 
view the country. And the 
men went up and viewed Ai. 


“3.- And they returned to 
Joshua, and said unto him, 
Let not all the people go up; 
but let about two or three 
thousand men go up and smite 

‘ Ai; and make not all the peo- 
ple to labour thither; for they 
are but few, 

“4, So there went up thither 
of the people about three thou- 
sand men: and they fied be- 
fore the men of Ai. 

“5. And the men of Ai smote 
of them about thirty and six 
men; for they chased them 
from before the gate even un- 
to Shebarim, and smote- them 
in the going. down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melt- 
ed, and became as water.” 


« Oh, how terrible when God’s peo- 
ple are defeated and they don’t 
know the reason why. 

“6. And Joshua rent his 
clothes, and fell to the earth 
upon his face before the ark 
of the Lord until the even- 
tide, he and the elders of Is- 
rael, and put dust upon their 
heads 


“7. And Joshua said, Alas, 
O Lord God, wherefore hast 
thou at all brought this people 
over Jordan, to deliver us in- 
to the hand of the Amorites, 
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to destroy us? would to God 
we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side of Jordan! 


_ “8. O Lord, what shall I say, 
Israel turneth their 
backs before their enemies! 


“9. For the Canaanites and 
all the inhabitants of the land 
shall hear of it, and shall en- 
viron us round, (they will sur- 
round us), and cut off our 
name from the earth: and 
what wilt thou do unto thy 
great name? 

“10. And the Lord said unto 
Joshua, Get thee up; where- 
fore liest thou thus upon thy 
face? 

“11. Israel hath sinned, and 
they have also transgressed my 
covenant which I commanded 
them: for they have even 
taken of the accursed thing, 
and have also stolen, and dis- 
sembled also, and they have 
put it even among their own 
stuff. 

“12. Therefore the children 
of Israel could not stand be- 
fore their enemies, but turned 
their backs before their ene- 
mies, because they were ac- 
cursed: neither will I be with 
you any more, except ye de- 
stroy the accursed from among 
you. 

“13. Up, sanctify the people, 
and say, Sanctify yourselves 
against tomorrow: for thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, 
There is an accursed thing in 
the midst -of thee, O Israel: 
thou canst not stand before 
thine enemies, until ye take 
away the accursed thing from 
among you. 

“14. In the morning there- 
fore ye shall be brought ac- 
cording to your tribes: and it 
shall be, that the tribe which 
the Lord taketh shall come ac- 
cording to the families there- 
of; and the family which the 
Lord shall take shall come 

households; and the house- 
hold which the Lord shall take 
shall come man man. 

“15. And it shall be, that he 
that is taken with the ac- 
cursed thing shall be burnt 
with fire, he and all that he 
hath: because he hath trans- 

the covenant of the 
Lord, and because he hath 
wrought folly in Israel. 

“16. So Joshua rose up early 
in the morning, and brought 
Israel by their tribes; and the 
tribe of Judah was taken; 

“17. And he brought the 
family of Judah; and he took 
the family of the Zarhites: and 
he brought the family of the 
Zarhites man by man; and 
Zabdi was taken: 

“18. And he brought his 
household man by man; and 
Achan, the son of Carmi, the 
son of Zabdi, the son of Zer- 
ah, of the tribe of Judah, was 
taken. 

“19. And Joshua said ‘unto 
Achan, My son, I pray thee, 
glory to the Lord God of Is- 
rael, and make confession un- 
to him; and tell me now what 
thou hast done; hide it not 
from me. . 

“20. And Achan answered 
Joshua, and said, Indeed I 
have sinned against the Lord 
God of Israel, and thus and 
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thus have I done: 

“21. When I saw among the 
spoils (in the city of Jericho 
when the walls fell down) a 
goodly Babylonish garment, 
and two hundred shekels of 
silver, and a wedge of gold 
of fifty shekels weight, then 
I coveted them, and took them; 
and, behold, they are hid in 
the earth in the midst of my 
tent, and the silver under it. 


“22. So Joshua sent mes- 
sengers, and they ran unto the 
tent; and, behold, it was hid 
in his tent, and the silver 
under it. 


“23. And they took them 
out of the midst of the tent, 
and brought them unto Joshua, 
and unto all the children of 
Israel, and laid them out be- 
fore the Lord.” 

That is what to do with sin — 
lay it out before the Lord. 


“24. And Joshua, and all 
Israel with him, took Achan 
the son of Zerah, and the sil- 
ver, and the garment, and the 
wedge of gold, and his sons, 
and his daughters, and his 
oxen, and his asses, and his 
sheep, and his tent, and all 
that he had; and they brought 
them unto the valley of Achor. 

“25. And Joshua said, Why 
hast thou troubled us? The 
Lord shall trouble thee this 
day. And all Israel stoned him 
with stones, and burned them 
with fire, after they had 
stoned them with stones. 

“26. And they raised over 
him a great heap of stones un- 
to this day. So the Lord 
turned from the fierceness of 
his anger. Wherefore the name 
of that place was called, The 
Valley of Achor, (or the val- 
ley of Achan) unto this day.” 

It is a besetting sin of men, self- 
righteous, wicked men who don’t 
like God, don’t like God’s way, 
don’t believe the Bible. It is a 
besetting sin that they do not want 
sin punished. There are those who 
complained because a man sinned 
and his wife was killed, children 
killed, oxen killed, asses killed. 
Everything he had was burned and 
thrown in that valley. There are 
those who object that that is too 
vigorous. On the same kind of 
plan, they do not like the idea that 
people go to Hell when they die. 
In the same way some people hate 


Rev. J. A. Lovell in 
Dallas Wed. Night 
March 30 


Rev. J. A. Lovell writes: “I 
will be over to have fellowship with 
you on Wednesday night, March 
the 30th. I know I will enjoy meet- 
ing your spiritual people.” We 
were happy to have Brother Lovell 
visit us the other day with Mrs. 
Lovell and I asked him to come 
to be with us in the church when- 
ever he could. Let all who can 
plan to attend and hear this ra- 
dio preacher and fervent soul win- 
ner who has been so greatly blessed 
of God. 

Bro. Lovell speaks each week- 
day on KTAT at 8:15. You are 
invited to listen in and pray for 
his broadcast. 


| thing you think it is. 


The Gospel For Prisoners, 


Shut-ins, Old Peo: 


< 


We rejoice continually in the 
Word. We are trying to get the 
Gospel to every penitentiary, every 
hospital, every shut-in, and every 
needy person that we can. 


From the Oklahoma State Peni- 
tentiary, the chaplain writes, under 
date of March 14th, 1938: “Your 
letter of February 9, with the copy 
of The Sword of the Lord which 
you enclosed, was received by this 
office. Upon March 9, we received 
six copies of the above mentioned 
publication. We are most grate- 
ful to your office for its courtesy 
and to the donor of the subscrip- 
tions for his generosity. All copies 


of The Sword of the Lord received | 


here will be made available to the 
inmate body. Very truly yours, 
.” Already the Sword of 
the Lord goes to a number of peni- 
tentiaries’'and reformatories. 


In the Texas State prison farm, 
the Sword of the Lord goes with 
blessings to prisoners. One prison- 
er, Arthur G. Neilson, writes, say- 
ing, “Saturday I received the first 
copy of the Sword of the Lord and 
I never stopped until I read every 
line. It is a wonderful little pa- 
per, instructive and interesting.”’ 
Later the same convict wrote and 
said, “You and your paper, The 
Sword of the Lord, have been and 
are yet the greatest blessing I 
have ever known.” “This prison 
is where I found my Saviour and 
accepted Him, and He is going 
through this place of trials and 
temptations with me. Praise His 
name! I read your plea to sinners 
in your paper — how many heed 
your call I don’t know but from 
my own experience I trust and 
pray there will be many.” 


the idea of judgment. Nevertheless 
God does punish sin. The only 
trouble with you is that God knows 
sin is a lot worse than what you 
think it is. God must punish sin 
for what it is, not the nice, pretty 
Achan was 
guilty. His wife was guilty in that 
she knew about it and didn’t re- 
veal it. His sons and daughters 
were guilty. They knew about it 
and didn’t reveal it. The whole 
thing was made an example. [I be- 
lieve there are lessons we ought 
to get tonight. I beg you in Je- 
sus’ name, listen prayerfully and 
earnestly as I with an honest heart 
try to bring a message from God’s 
Word tonight. 


Be Sure Your Sin Will Find 
You Out 


First, let me lay on your heart 
the old, old story, your sin will find 
you out. If anybody thinks you 
can “get by’’ God on the sin ques- 
tion, I warn you now, you cannot 
do it. You cannot do it! “Be sure 
your sin will find you out,” the 
Scripture says. “Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked: for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” You sit on these bench- 
es t, and in your mind and 
heart is a memory of sin and you 
have never made it right. It is 
hidden, but nevertheless, mry friend, 
as certain as there is a God in 
Heaven, it will rise to face you. Sin 
unconfessed and unlamented — you 
shed no tears over it, didn’t admit 
it was sin, didn’t beg God to for- 
give it. As certainly as God is 
on His throne in Heaven, as cer- 
tain as the Bible is true, as certain 
as this I have read you tonight is 
the Word of God, your sin will find 
you out. You will hear more from 
a sin! 

What a man sows, he is going 
to reap. That which was whispered 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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There are cases where The 
Sword of the Lord is being sent as 
a missionary message, carrying the 
gospel to those who are in trouble, 
who have found that the wages 
of sin are hard and that the way 
of the transgressor is hard. Peo- 
ple in prison eagerly read them. 
It strikes the editor just now that 
many readers of The Sword of the 
Lord would like to help in this 
matter. 


There came the other day a sad 
letter from a man who has been 
reading The Sword of the Lord. 
Some friends subscribed for him a 
year or so ago and he wrote to say 
that he was sorry he could not 
renew the subscription. He said, 
“I have been dreading telling you 
that I could not renew.” He 45 a 
victim of infantile paralysis for 
forty years. I gave instructions 
that we were not to let his sub- 
scription lapse. Somebody will pay 
for it. 

A widow writes likewise saying 
that she would like so much to 
keep The Sword of the Lord but is 
unable to do~so, that there is not 
money at home for the subscrip- 
tion. Do you want to help such 
cases ? 


Several missionaries read The 
Sword of the Lord through sub- 
scriptions which have been paid 
for by others. Hight of them, 
after seeing samples of The Sword 
of the Lord sent to other people, 
earnestly prayed that the way 
might be opened to them to take 
the paper. Loving friends provided 
the means. Those subscriptions and 
others like them should be re- 
newéd by Christian people who are 
willing to spread the gospel. 

A number of old preachers love 
the messages in The Sword of the 
Lord. Some of them are passed 
work, and are supported by loved 
ones and friends. Do you want to 
help get out the gospel to such 
people? We have a list of people 
who are not able to pay for The 
Sword of the Lord but who would 
like to read it. If you could but 
know the hunger of their hearts, 
I’m sure you would help us to send 
it to hundreds of such everywhere. 
Let every penitentiary have hun- 
dreds of copies of The Sword of 
the Lord coming for those who are 
hungry for its messages. Let every 
hospital where the sick long for 
gospel messages, have copies of 
The Sword of the Lord each week. 
Will you help us in this? Then 
send one subscription dedicated to 
this holy business of getting out 
the gospel and reverently, honest- 
ly, and in the fear of God we will 
administer it the best we know 
how. Our aim is to spread the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, to win souls, 
to get out God’s Word, to com- 
fort the saved and to build them 
up in the most holy faith. We 
covet your prayers. Write to The 
Sword of. the Lord, 201 East 10th 
Street, and tell us your preference. 


——— 


Movie Sermon 
Coming! 


The sermon, “The Sins of the 
Movies,” which aroused such wide- 
spread interest when preached in 
the Fundamentalist Baptist Taber- 
nacle in Dallas, on a recent Sun- 
day night will be printed next 
week, God willing, in The Sword 
of the Lord. Let all who wish extra 
copies write us at once so_ suf- 
ficient can be printed. Extra copies 
sent at one cent each. 
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PAGE TWO 


THE CURSE OF HIDDEN SINS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 4 


in secret will be shouted from the 
housetops! You sow to the wind 
and you will reap the whirlwind. 
Your sin will come out. Your sin 
will find -you out. Sin is a leprosy. 
Sin ig like cancer, like a fatal and 
deadly disease. In due season it 
will make its mark. In due time 
it will reveal itself. You can’t keep 
it down. 


The police and government offi- 
cials have a way of saying, ‘““Mur- 
der will out.” Did you see in yes- 
terday’s paper that a man was ar- 
rested for the kidnapping of the 
little Levine boy. The boy was 
never returned, but the kidnapper 
didn’t get by with it. Months went 
by after that man Ross was kid- 
napped and murdered, and nobody 
knew anything about it until one 
day at a race track a bill was iden- 
tified as being part of the ransom 
money, and the man was captured 
and admitted his crime. Brockel- 
hurst died day before yesterday 
in the electric chair for murders 
committed — he got by for a time; 
but in due season he was caught. 
Murder will out, and your sin will 
find you out. You can’t mock God 
and get by. Sin must be punished. 
As long as there is a holy God in 
Heaven, He will see that sin will 
come to judgment, and sin will 
come to its pay day. You can’t 
get by with sin. Sin will out! 


Can you imagine when Achan 


saw that wealth, when the walls of 
Jericho fell down flat? It was the 
first time they had entered into 
the promised land. I remind you 
that forty years they had wandered 
in the wilderness and they had 
come-into the land now, and God 
had said, “Only do what I tell you 
to do and I will be with you.” God 
made every bit of the wall fall 
down except one part where Rahab 
the harlot and her family lived. 
The wall fell down and they went 
in and took the city and killed the 
population and all the gold and 
silver and iron, and brass, all of 
that was a prey for the Lord and 
for the tabernacle and for the 
temple they were to build in the 
future. God had said, “Don’t touch 
it. It is mine.” But Achan went 
into a home and found a rich gar- 
ment, a Babylonish garment, saw 
it and coveted it, and a great 
wedge of gold of thirty shekels 
weight, and 200 shekels of silver. 
His greedy heart coveted it and 
took it all. Quickly he ran to dig 
a hole in his tent and buried all 
it there. He thought, “Nobody 
knows anything about it.” You 
think nobody knows, but God 
knows! 

There comes a time when there 
is another battle. The men say to 
Joshua, “This time it will be easy. 
It is only a little town, only 12,000 
people. Send two or three thousand 
soldiers because they can take it, 
not everybody has to go.” But when 
they went, some way their hearts 
turned to water and the men of 
Ai came out like hornets and they 
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ran, and some thirty-six were 
killed, and the people came back 
afraid. Strangers in a strange 
land! Surrounded by enemies, and 
now with God forsaking them, the 
people were desperately afraid! 
Old Joshua fell on his face and 
said, “Oh God, if you have quit us, 
and the people won’t stand and 
they are afraid, why didn’t you 
let us die out there in the wilder- 
ness?’’ And God said, “Get up off 
your face. Sin has entered. Not 
just a man has sinned but his 
whole family is guilty, the whole 
tribe has sinned, and the whole 
tribe is guilty — the whole nation 
is guilty. Get off your face and 
clear up the sin or I will not be 
with you any more at all.” 


Joshua began by taking the tribe 
of Judah, and the family of the 
Zarhites and the household of Zab- 
di, and then the man Achan, and 
Achan came up. Can you imagine 
the clutching of his heart when he 
said, “I am found out! Who told 
it? I didn’t think anybody knew 
about it.” God told it. Oh, my 
friend, your sin will find you out! 
Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. 

It is my firm conviction that 
the preaching needed in this day is 
the kind that will bring a holy fear 
of sin and a consciousness of sin. 
We will never have a revival un- 
less we have preaching on Hell 
and judgment and eternity and that 
when a man goes away from God 
in sin, ruin comes. Some of you 
that sit on these benches teach 
young people it is all right to go 
on in sin. You say it doesn’t mat- 
ter, they are just young once, you 
can’t put old heads on.young 
shoulders. That is all right, they 
have got to sow wild oats, let them 
have their fling.’”’ If young people 
sow wild oats, they will reap the 
consequences of wild oats. If they 
have their fling, they will have 
their pay day for their fling, too. 
I say, you can’t endorse sin and 
get by with it. You can’t let go. 
Sin, like a deadly cancer needs to 
be removed. Unless there is sin- 
cere confession and repentance, 
then the judgment of God follows 
sin as certainly as night follows 
day. Your sin will find you out. 


If you are having trouble in your 
life, I wish you would check up to- 
day. I went by to see a man suf- 
fering in the hospital today and I 
said, “I don’t know all of God’s 
plans, but I know God plans good 
about this. God loves you. For 
that reason He has done this. This 
is no accident. There are no ac- 
cidents with God. Don’t fight the 
hand of God. Yield yourself to 
His hand and iet God work out 
His good plan in your life.” He 
lay there and wept and told me, “T 
have made my mistakes. I have 
repented of them. If God will help 
me get up, I will live a different 
life.’ And I believe he will. I 
say, my friend, if you are having 
trouble and are not prospered, if 
you didn’t take Ai when you tried 
to, I would take time and check up 
and say, “Oh, God, what is wrong 
with my life? What is hidden in 
my tent? What has turned God’s 
face away from me?” There are 
Christians here tonight who don’t 
win souls as they used to do. Your 
home is not happy as it once was. 
There are people here whose Bible 
isn’t the happy book it one time 
was. There are people here whose 
children are getting out from under 
your control and gone! Come back 
and check up and say, “Oh God, 
search in my tent! Whatever is 
wrong clean it up and get it out 
of the way. Get it out of my heart 
and life so God can bless me!” 
When sin begins to find you out, 
then it is time to check up and 
see where is the thing that dis- 
pleases God, for God said, “I will 
not be with you any more until 
you take out the accursed things 
from among you. . 

Now, my friend, 
check up — I don’t know your 
heart, but if there is trouble and 
unease of mind, if there is some- 
thing you can’t fathom, you can’t 
find the bottom of it, and you don’t 
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know what is wrong, stop and face 
it out with God. Find what God 
holds against you and get it cleared 
up so you will have peace, sweet 
peace of mind and then go home 
happy tonight and know He will 
smile upon you and know He will 
bless you in your work. 


All Must Suffer If We Do Not 


Denounce Sin 


Did you notice that the whole 
family suffered and the whole tribe 
suffered? Do you see why a 
preacher must denounce sin, must 
preach on the wickedness of the 
moving picture theater? If in this 
church children grow up and go 
to the picture shows once or twice 
a week or more or less often 
through these years, and are led 
into sin, hijacking, crime, lust, di- 
vorce and evil of many kinds, and 
boys and girls go out from the 
picture shows inflamed with lust, 
filled with false ideas about love, 
about work and so on, taught that 
crime gets by unpunished, and, “if 
they can do it, I can,” and then if 
they come and face me one day 
and say, “Brother Rice, you didn’t 
warn me. You didn’t tell me what 
was wrong with it,’ what will I 
say? My friends, I would repent 
in great sorrow. I must be honest 
with God and so help me God, I 
intend to be. I must be honest 
with my people. 


A woman told me once as she 
wept after she had married an un- 
saved man and I showed her Sec- 
ond Corinthians, 6:14-18, “Be ye 
not unequally yoked with unbeliev- 
ers,” “Why didn’t some preacher 
tell me that fifteen years ago?” 
I don’t know, but I promised God 
then I would try to tell people 
of the sin of yoking up with un- 
believers and wickedness in mar- 
riage or anything else. I know 
one man who hates the ground I 
walk on today, hates me, makes 
his family stay away, — forbids 
them to talk about the matter, be- 
cause of the way I taught plain- 
ly a Christian ought not to join 
in with Masonry or any kind of 
lodge. I mention it now. If I didn’t 
mention it, some of you would like 
me better. I must be honest! 
Christians selling out, joining un- 
believers, lending aid to enemies of 
the Gospel, secret orders have a 
false religion. It is against Chris- 
tianity. I know preachers joined 
it, and deacons joined in it. 
It isn’t right, it is sin against 
God, yoking up with unbelievers. 
I must go on record, and I will 
go on record. I would rather have 
fewer people and the blessing of 
God, I would rather have smaller 
crowds and the blessing of God, 
I would rather have less income 
and the blessing of God. A preach- 
er is accountable and Joshua was 
accountable. And God said, “Josh- 
ua, if you don’t clean up on this 
business and if Israel doesn’t clean 
up, I will not be with you any more 
at all.” 


Some of you. Sunday School 
teachers and others want to be 
careful. We have a wonderful set 
of Sunday School teachers, but 
may I tell you now, if you are go- 
ing to teach a class and not draw 
a line and draw it sharp and hard, 
unless you come out against sin 
and teach boys and girls what sin 
will do and lay down the law, and 
do it plain — unless you have 
enough grace to teach boys and 
girls to live straight and clean and 
fine, and be great Christians then 
give up your place! There will be 
a@ curse on you and on this church, 
for your sake if you don’t. Joshua 
must take a stand, Israel must take 
a stand, and I must take a stand. 


‘Let me say a word here, I 
didn’t plan to say it until tonight. 
To me it is a sad thing that I ever 
have to take a stand against any 
preacher at all. I say if I hadn’t 
taken a stand against some preach- 
ers who have fallen into sin, I 
would have sinned against God. If 
I hadn't said so, the same curse 
of trouble, turmoil, division, strife, 
and ruin which follows every 
church that follows. that man and 
every preacher that follows him — 
I say that same curse would have 
been on this church. But it will 
not be on this church because I 
am going to do right about it. To 
pattern after such a man, endorse 
him, to be friendly with him, let 
the public believe you are for him, 
will bring a curse on any church. 
I can name fifty churches and more 
than that many preachers that 
have been cursed with trouble by 
whitewashing one man’s sins. You 
can’t put up with sin and cover 
over sin and whitewash sin and 
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get by without offending a holy 
God! Now I do not say that be- 
cause I take any delight in it, be- 
cause I tell you again, I cannot 
and I must not — I must not be- 
fore the world and before God, I 
must not endorse lying, boasting, 
worldly sin, slander and murder. 
God will not bless the country that 
does it. God will not bless the 
church that does it. God will not 
bless the preacher that does it. 
That is the reason there is a trail 
of ruin over this country on 
churches that claim to be funda- 
mentalist, on preachers that believe 
the Bible sincerely, many that win 
souls, you can’t compromise on sin 
without reaping it one day. You 
can’t! You can’t do it. And to 
Joshua God said, “Get off your 
face, this is not the time for pray- 
ing. This is time to clean your 
hands, to get rid of sin you have 
endorsed and covered or ignored. 
You had better find out about it. 
You had better not take up for 
sin. You had better not endorse 
sin.”” We ought to love all people, 
and pray for all people, but con- 
demn sin. Joshua dealt most kindly 
and said, “My son. Achan my son, 
confess it.” Oh, but we ought to 
come out for God. You can’t get 
by with sin. You will reap it one 
day. Your sins will find you out. 


Stolen Goods! 

Some other lessons. Notice this 
about Achan’s sin, he had stolen 
goods. He had stolen goods! I 
don’t know who is here, but I have 


a feeling that I ought to say some- 
thing very plain. I don’t know who 
has stolen money in your pocket, 
or stolen property in your posses- 
sion, but somebody here needs this 
tonight. I feel an impression from 
God. I dare say it is true. Some- 
body here borrowed what you did 
not pay back. Somebody put your 
hand in another man’s money, or 
kept another man’s garment or 
property. You are accountable to 
God and you had better make it 
right. Everywhere I go, I find this 
thing. Things come up you never 
dreamed about. Restitution is nec- 
essary. I do not know—there is a 
bill you didn’t pay. There are debts 
you owe, there is apartment rent 
you didn’t pay. You moved off 
and left it. There are wages you 
promised to pay and didn’t pay 
them. You have stolen. Who it is 
I do not know. It is a hidden sin! 
I say it is the case here with 
Achan. He put his hands on that 
which was not his. It belonged to 
God. It was dedicated. He stole 
a Babylonish garment and a wedge 
of gold-and 200 shekels of silver. 
If in your hands there are stolen 
goods, then you had better beware. 
Oh, tonight you had better check 
up. Is there in your pocket or in 
your.-bank account (or maybe you 
have already spent it), that which 
does not belong to you? If that 
be true, you had better make it 
right. Confess it to God and make 
it right with men, whatever it is. 
I do not know what it is, but you 
had better make it right. People 
come and ask me, “What shall I 
do?” There is a curse on people 
who have no conscience on proper- 
ty rights and do not recognize the 
difference in “mine” and “thine.” 
America right now is at a cross- 
roads. The administration has been 
encouraging the strife of labor 
against capital and sometimes tax 
money has been used to feed peo- 
ple while they tore down buildings 
and used guns and clubs on others 
who wanted to work when they 
themselves would not. Government 
tax money, relief money, was used 
to support them while in this wick- 
ed, ungodly, un-American warfare. 
I say, you cannot please God until 
you are right with your neighbor 
on the property question. This 
business of property rights isn’t a 
thing you can laugh out of court. 
When you do, you will deal with 
God. You can’t lay your hands on 
what is not yours. You didn’t aern 
it, you didn’t pay for it. It is not 
yours. You can’t lay your hand 
on it and get by. A curse will be 
on this nation and there will be 
war and trouble and depression. I 
have no doubt one reason we are 
now in a depression is a national 
policy of having stolen goods hid- 
den in the tent floor. This is the 
Roosevelt depression. This is not 
the Hoover depression. This is the 
Roosevelt administration depres- 
sion brought on by a policy de- 
liberately planned, a policy that 
has angered and displeased God 
Almighty. One thing that displeas- 
es Him is that we allowed in this 
country sit-down strikes in auto- 
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mobile factories and other kinds 
of factories. When men destroy 
property and beat up innocent peo-~ 
ple supported by the government, 
God says, “I will see that you pay 
for it. And I will not be with you 


any more at all if you are going ““« ¢ 


to be a bunch of thieves.” 

I wonder if there are individuals 
here who have bills you haven’t 
paid, if there are debts you owe, or 
property you have that belongs to 
somebody else. I beg you, make it 
right. 


A young preacher told me how. 


he had a car repaired. The work 
was not satisfactory, and he tried 
to get adjustments on it, and could 
not. The man wouldn't LUsten and 
didn’t try to make it right, the 
young preacher thought. Both were 
hot-headed. The mechanic said, “J 
will sue you or get it.” “All right, 
sue ahead,” said the minister. ‘‘T 
will never pay a dime on it if you 


don’t make it right.” That thing’ 


went on, and the young preacher 
was poor and couldn’t get along, 
could hardly feed his family. One 
day I said.to him, “How much do 
you owe?” He began to name over 
things he owed, and I said, “Is 
that all?” ‘‘Well, wait a minute. 
I owe about $80.00 for work on a 
car back yonder that I never did 


pay. But,” he said, “the man didn’t, 


treat me right.” I said, “How do 
you think God feels about it?” We 
talked and prayed about it and he 
said, “I will write him, and the 
first money I get, I will pay him 
some.” He got $5.00, sent it, 
and wrote and said, “I am 
going to pay the rest of it, 
and when I am in town, I will 
see you.” They made friends 
over it. 
been wrong. God helped the young 
preacher. Money came in, unex- 
pected. He sacrificed and paid it 


Both admitted they had - 


out. He got along better. God be- * 


gan to provide their needs, and he 
is now taking care of his family 
in a good way. You can’t get by 
with goods in your possession that 
do not belong to you. You can’t 
do it. There is a curse on them, as 
there was in this case. 


Have You Robbed God? Then 
You Are Under A Curse! 


What else? There are those here * 


tonight that have stolen goods in 
your possession, stolen not from 
men but from God. I wonder how 
many here tithe? That belongs to 
God. The Scripture says, in Mal- 
achi 3:8 and 9: 

“Wilk a man rob God? Yet 
ye have robbed me. But ye 
say, Wherein have we robbed 
thee? In tithes and offerings. 
Ye are cursed with a curse 
because you have robbed me, 
even this whole nation.” 

You say, “How have we robbed 
God?” In tithes and offerings! You 
say, “But that is in the Old Tes- 
tament.” If you had heard me 
preach this morning, you would 
have learned that the Old Testa- 
ment is not quite out of date yet, 
that it is still the Word of God. 
And the Scripture says: “Will a 


man rob God?” If you do not bring ~ 


tithes and offerings to God, you 
are a robber, a thief, you are dis- 
honest, you have stolen goods and 
you are under a curse! That is 
what the Scripture said. 

“Will a man rob God? Yet 


ye have robbed me. But ye ’ 


say, Wherein have we robbed 

thee? In tithes and offerings. 
“Ye are cursed with a curse: 

for ye have robbed me, even 

this whole nation.”’ 

That is what the Lord said. Ac- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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THE CURSE OF 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) q 


cursed! ACCURSED! That is the 
reason He said over in Haggai 1:6, 
you go out and bring in wages and 


put them in a bag with holes in| ha 


it. Did you ever get paid and you 
never could tell where the money 
went? You could hardly make it 
last until the next pay day? Where 
did it go? You put it in a bag with 
holes! And the Lord goes on to 
say in Haggai 1:9, “You looked 
for much and it came to little and 
when you brought it home I did 
blow upon it,” and there wasn’t 
much there. If you bring your 
tithes into the storehouse that 
there may be meat in my house, I 
will put a blessing on you, the 
Lord said. 


“Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heav- 
en, and pour you out a bless- 
ing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it. 

“11. And I will rebuke the 
devourer for your sakes, and 
he shall not destroy the fruits 
of your ground; neither shall 
your vine cast her fruit before 
the time in the field, saith the 
Lord of hosts.” — Mal. 3:10, 
11. 


I wil] tell you why we have the 
boll worms and cut worms and po- 
tato bugs and smut on the grain, 
San Jose scale on the fruit trees, 
why we have crow poison on the 
corn, why we have drouths, floods, 
dust storms and the rest of it. It 
is the curse of an angry God on 
a people — a nation of crooks and 
thieves who rob God! 
“I will not hold you guiltless, I 
know about it, and you are under 
a curse for you have robbed me.” 
The whole nation is under a curse. 
Some of you here tonight say, “I 
wonder why it is, when I get on 
my feet a little bit, then there is 
a sick spell and I have to pay 
a doctor bill and then you don’t 
get going good until you lose 
money out of your pocket, and you 
get about caught up again, and 
then you lose your job! Oh, what 


‘is wrong? I will tell you what is 


wrong, you have robbed God, and 
are like Achan. Stolen and hidden 
in his tent is money that does not 
belong to him. He has robbed, 
stolen, is a thief, and the curse of 
God is on him, and that is on 
some of you here! I know why you 
are not happy spiritually. I know 
why you can’t make ends meet. I 
know why you have bills you can’t 
pay. I know why you can’t pay 
your rent all over this country. I 
have tried it for myself and in 
thousands of other people’s cases, 
found you can’t afford to rob God. 
There is a cufse on you. 


I am not talking for myself. You 
know my heart. I have been here 
long enough. I have no salary. 
I seek none. I raise no money for 
myself. People give it to me as 
they feel led. Most of the time 
I do not know who gives it. I 
could know. I love you for it. I 
am grateful for it. But I do not 
seek to flatter you and pat those 
on the back that support me, and 
on the other hand, if you don’t 
give anything to me, I don’t know 
it.. I am not talking for money. 
I do not need your money. I have 
a God that takes care of me and 
my family. I would rather look 
to God than to men. I haven’t had 
a regular salary for eleven years 
and I never intend to have. I 
have learned, and I tell you for 
you own sake and for Jesus’ sake, 
you are under a curse when you 
rob God. You will not be happy. 
You are not prosperous, and 
trouble is ahead of you. I beg you, 
confess that sin and make it right. 


A doctor in a west Texas town 
brought me a little black book. 
“Took at these figures,” he said, 
and he had a record of $20,000 
God had given him through a cer- 
tain number of years. “Now I am 
busted. I gave up a good practice. 
My wife’s health has broken down. 
Wife and I had*to come out here 
to this little bit of a hole in the 
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God said, 


read and start with nothing. We 
don’t own a home, don’t own a 
car, don’t have anything. We can 
rdiy get money to buy bread. 
And God gave me, I figured, in 
three or four years, $20,000. And 
I know why it is. I owe God $2,000 
tithe, and God is taking it. He 
does not have to have me pay this. 
He is collecting it.” Health broken 
down, family in poverty. And he 
was a skilled doctor, too. 


You can’t get by as an individual 
and have hidden in your tent or 
in your possession, (or maybe it 
has slipped through your fingers) 
what had belonged to God. You 
are under a curse. If I were to 
call for testimonies tonight, I know 
if you are honest, you would stand 
up and say, “I know what you are 
talking about. God has been col- 
lecting from me. I have robbed 
God, and I am paying for it.” Of 
course you are paying for it. Many 
of you have gone back and con- 
fessed it, and got peace in your 
heart. And you have found, praise 
be to God, He does what He says. 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto 
you” (Matt. 6:33). And it is true, 
my brother. He says in Luke 6: 
38, “Give, and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into 
your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it 
shall be measured to you again,”’ 
the Scripture says. “There is that 
scattereth, and yet increaseth; and 
there is that withholdeth more than 
is meet, but it tendeth to poverty” 
(Prov. 11:24). “He which soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparing- 
ly; and he which soweth bounti- 
fully shall reap also bountifully” 
(II Cor. 9:6). Oh, my friends, if 
you have been robbing God, there 
is a curse on you. I beg you to 
take this to heart now. 


A Broken Covenant—Broken Vows 


There is more than that. Did 
you notice the sin of Achan was 
not only in stealing, but he and 
Israel had broken a covenant with 
God. 

“Israel hath sinned, and they 
have also transgressed my 
covenant which I commanded 
them: for they have even tak- 
en of the accursed thing, and 
have also stolen, and dis- 
sembled also, and they have 
put it even among their own 
stuff.”’ 


I wonder how many of you ever 
made a covenant with God, a holy 
agreement with God? Did you? 
What was it about? I have been 
talking about money. Let me talk 
about that some more. I am not 
talking about just the matter of 
tithing. That isn’t it. Added to the 
sin of robbing God, you added that 
you lied to God about the tithe. 
How many said, “Oh, Lord, if you 
will quit whipping me I'll be good.” 
“T’ll be a nicey girl,’ Mr. Phil- 
brick’s baby girl said so loud when 
he took her outside the other 
Wednesday night. But she would 
not be a “nicey girl” until he 
started to take her outside and 
then she began to talk mighty 
good! So God said to me, “All 
right, old guy, I am going to col- 
lect from you.” And then I said, 
“I will be a good boy. I will tithe 
from here on.” Did God ever get 
you down until you say, “Oh, 
Lord, I am so broke I can’t do 
anything.” And God says, “You 
robbed me. You wouldn’t have my 
blessing. You didn’t serve me. Now 
you are in trouble.” And you said, 
“Tf you will bless me I will tithe. 
I will!” How many here ever had 
an agreement like that with God? 
Then did you break it, and if you 
did, didn’t you get a licking over 
it? And some are still getting 
whipped, too. This is a question 
of breaking a bond, of lying to 
God, of breaking your word, of 
not being true to a covenant you 
made with God. You vowed, and 
you didn’t pay. If you ever have 
any vows made with God, you had 
better go back and take them up 
again. Broken covenants stop God’s 
blessings as this one did. 

I remember Jacob’s case. He 
had seen in a dream a ladder 
reaching to Heaven and angels as- 
cending and descending, and Jacob 
said, “This is the gate to Heaven.” 
“And Jacob vowed a vow, Ssay- 
ing, If God will be with me, and 
will keep me in this way that I 
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go, and will give me bread to eat, 
and raiment to put on, so that I 
come again to my father’s house 
in peace: then shall the Lord be 
my God: and this stone, which I 
have set for a pillar, shall be God’s 
house: and of all that thou shalt 
give me I will surely give the tenth 
unto thee.”’ Jacob took out a bot- 
tle of oil and poured it on the 
stone for a pillar and set it up 
there. Jacob said, “I am coming 
back to this place again. I met 
God here and I will come back 
again.” I will confess my falling 
short and come back here again to 
get a new vision, a new blessing. 
But he didn’t. He drifted. He went 
far. It wasn’t long until his girl 
Dinah got grown and played the 
harlot and broke his heart, two of 
the boys set out and murdered the 
whole town, and broke his heart 
still further. Another one of his 
boys was led into sin with one of 
his father’s concubines or his half- 
wife, and trouble piled up on Jacob. 
Then God said, “Jacob, Jacob.” 
And he said, “Lord, what is it?”’ 
“Come on back to Bethel.” 

Jacob said to his people, “Take 
off your ear rings, do away with 
your idols, and everybody put on 
clean clothes, we are going back 
to Bethel, the house of God!” 

And now he comes back to 
amend again his broken vows. He 
comes back again to fix things 
right with God like he promised be- 
fore. Don’t some of you need to 
do that? I know men sitting here 
who had an agreement with God 
about tobacco. It is worse for you 
to go back to tobacco than for 
somebody else. You are under a 
vow. You are under a covenant. 
Don’t break it! Don’t break your 
covenant. Don’t lie to God. Achan 
transgressed a covenant, that was 
one of his sins. Some of you 
started a family altar, started 
daily Bible reading. You had bet- 
ter do it. If you don’t you will 
have broken your vow, you will 
have broken your covenant. You 
had better go back and mend it. 
Tonight people need to go back 
to Bethel. There are broken vows 
and promises unkept. Any cove- 
nant we have broken, let’s go back 
and fix it. The vows we have 
broken, let’s mend them again. 


Babylonish Garments Between You 


And God 


What else? His sin here was 
not only stolen goods in his tent 
and that he had stolen from God, 
but there was a Babylonish gar- 
ment. Oh, how much sin there is 
about clothes! I have thought 
about this. Every man likes to 
take care of his children. I have 
more girls than you can shake a 
stick at. I would like to dress my 
little girls beautifully. I would 
like to do it. I look at them, I 
think, “Aren’t they smart and 
sweet ?”’ I feel so. I felt the other 
day after I published the picture 
of Mrs. Rice and the baby, one of 
the girls said, “What about the 
rest of the family — why not print 
one each. Though I laughed about 
the matter and didn’t do it, I 
would have liked to. I think they 
are just about the idea — I think 
the way one plays the piano, what 
long, pretty hair one has, how 
smart another can draw. Oh, the 
whole bunch — they are fine in 
their father’s eyes. I wish I could 
dress them up. I wish I could. 
I can’t so much. My wife said the 
other day, “I think it is a good 
thing we can’t. I don’t want them 
to think too much about clothes.” 
And I think that’s right. I don’t 
want their hearts set on the money 
crowd and the crowd that dresses 
up too much. If we keep them 
humble and keep them poor, may- 
be God will keep them out of a lot 
of trouble by it. No doubt that is 
true. How much sin there is when 
some woman puts her eyes on a 
Babylonish garment, and runs her 
husband in debt and runs up bills 
he can’t pay. There are people here 
tonight who owe bills at depart- 
ment stores and clothes stores. You 
are wearing clothes that are not 
paid for. Your heart is more on 
clothes thar on God. Your heart is 
more on clothes than getting some- 
body saved. Your heart is more on 
clothes than on prayer and soul 
winning. And, my friends, so it 


was with this man, and it was a 
curse on him. If that is your case, 
get it right. I would confess it 
and turn my back on it. 


The Sin Was Hidden 


Another thing, it was a hidden 
sin. Now my friends, you sit here 
respectable, and all look fine out- 
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wardly. You look fine and clean 
morally. No better do we look 
than Achan did. I am satisfied 
when old Achan went to worship 
he dressed up fine. His face was 
smiling and shining, and somebody 
probably said, “Isn’t Achan en- 
joying religion these days?’ He 
was just thinking, “Boy, what 
those 200 shekels of silver will 
buy.” And they said too, “Doesn't 
old Sister Achan (Achan’s wife) 
look fine? How nice she looks to- 
day. She seems to be enjoying the 
prayer meeting. Doesn’t she look 
religious?” She wag just think- 
ing, “When we get on a little fur- 
ther and I put on that Babylonish 
garment, won't I look fine?”’ It is 
the hidden sin that offends God 
worse than any other kind. I am 
not for sin at all of any kind, 
public or private, but there is an 
awful curse of hidden sin. “He 
that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh them shall have mercy” 
(Prov. 28:13). Don’t cover your 
sins. Oh, confess them! Do you 
know why Achan had to die? It 
looks like he would have been for- 
given. Somebody said the other 
day when a boy had done wrong, 
“Why not forgive him?” I think 
forgive and give him another 
chance, but whip him good first. 
So it was here. If Achan had come 
out openly and confessed his sin 
with penitence and tears of sor- 
row for sin, he wouldn’t have had 
to die. If Sister Achan had said, 
“Oh, my husband has fallen into 
sin! I beg you, pray for him about 
it,” she wouldn’t have had to die. 
But she didn’t do it. And if she 
had pleaded with her husband, 
“For the children’s sake and for 
God’s sake, don’t do it. Don’t sin 
this way!” If the children had 
said, “Daddy, don’t do it.” But 
they didn’t say it. Like sometimes 
children have saved their fathers 
from drink by earnest entreaty. 
They wouldn’t have had to die. If 
all Israel had been searching for 
his sins, saying, “Oh, we have 
wronged God — sin is in the way,”’ 
and sought it out, Israel wouldn’t 
have had to suffer defeat at Ai. 
There was a curse because of sin 
covered up and left covered! I tell 
you where judgment is coming. It 
strikes where sin is covered up, 
where sin is hidden in respectable 
homes, it is a terrible thing. Now 
then, it is sad, but all over this 
country here is a fine Christian 
couple. They are nice people, and 
they have an afflicted baby in the 
home. Oh, why! Why! Why! Peo- 
ple wonder why. God knows why. 
There is a secret reason, but God 
knows why. Too many times every- 
thing goes wrong. Sometimes from 
a nice home a boy goes wrong. He 
goes to the bad and lands in the 
penitentiary. Why? God knows 
why! There is a reason why. Or 
a girl plays the harlot and breaks 
her mother’s heart, and breaks her 
father’s heart. I remember — how 
I remember! A mother raised a 
boy with never a stripe on his 
back, never a family altar, never 
any talk about God; raised a boy 
who never heard her pray. On, 
outwardly she was moral and fine. 
That boy went to the dogs. Final- 
ly when that trouble came, when 
sin found him out, struck hard, I 
saw her wring her hands and cry, 
“Why did this have to happen to 
me?’’ God knows why! There was 
plenty of reason why! Brother, 
God fights hidden sin, unconfessed 
sin, sin not repented of, sin not 
wept over, sin not confessed, with 
no contrition for it! That kind of 
sin meets judgment. As certainly 
as God is in Heaven it will! Oh, 
if we have sin hidden I would 
bring it~out and confess it. I 
would say, “Oh God, it is wicked, 
wicked sin.” I would lay it out 
before God and confess it. We 
sometimes do wrong about some- 
thing and try to excuse it. We 
say, “Well, Lord, I wouldn’t have 
lost my temper, but — so and so 
did wrong first.”’ I would have 
taken more time to pray but I 
was worn out. I work so hard.” 
And we try to excuse it. You can’t 
get by with excuses with God. 
Don’t cover it up. TWncover it and 
confess it. “He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper: but whoso 


confesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy.” The way to peace 
and mercy is open confession of 
sin with God. I would do it, my 
friend. Do it today! 


Sin In the Home 


Another thing about this sin — 
it was in the home — buried in the 
tent. Some of you, how pious you 


look tonight. You sit here and 
lean back in your seat. How nice 
you look, just like the Bible said 
about a certain kind of woman 
who licks her lips and says, “I 
have done no evil,” like the cat 
that swallowed the canary and 
then sits by the fire and purrs and 
looks pious. Oh yes, my friend, 
but let me tell you something. You 
look fine, but back at home buried 
in the tent is the curse. Achan 
said, “Why I dug a hole in the 
floor of the tent. It is in the tent. 
It is there covered up.” Nobody 


knew it outside of the family. His — : 


wife knew it and his children knew 
it. And some of you are awfully 
religious out here. But back home 
you are not so religious. Some of 
you husbands sit by your wives 
and anyone would think you are 
as religious as you can be. But 
your wives know how you come 
home with whiskey on your breath 
or beer. And some of you wives 
look so fine. But your husbands 
know and your children know how 
you talk at home, whether you 
talk for God and the church and 
the preacher, for Sunday School, 
for the Bible, for soul winning or 
whether of something else. You 
don’t bring your playing cards 
here, but God knows. You come 
here and people think you have 
never been inside of a-picture show, 
but God knows your lustful hearts, 
and all your family knows what 
day you go to the movies. You 
bring your children to Sunday 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


NEW SONG BOOKS 
PURCHASED 


Dallas people will be interested 
in the purchase of 300 new beau- 
tifully cloth - bound song books, 
Tabernacle Hymns No. 38, as 
planned by the men of the church 
last Monday night. Let us raise 
the $150.00 necessary Sunday. 
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WE WANT NAMES 


of ministers, Christian workers and 
all who might be interested in sub- 
scribing for The Sword of the 
Lord. Please send lists of Sunday 
School teachers, lists of church 
members or other groups who will 
be interested. We will send sample 
copies of The Sword of the Lord. 
Be sure to send correct addresses 
and of people who would probably 
be interested in Christian litera- 
ture. 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


Youd publication is a great 
blessing to me and I share it with 
others. I have used your very 
practical article on the use of to- 
bacco in my efforts to convince 
several young people they should 
not indulge. 


Mrs. R. H. B——— 


TALLANT, OKLAHOMA 
I have taken The Sword of the 
Lord for more than three years 
and it has been a great blessing 
to me in many ways. 


_—_—_—_—_—— —- - 
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FORT WORTH, TEXAS 


“I do not want to miss a copy. 
You will never know what a bless- 
ing you have been in my life.” 

Mrs. G. 8.—— 


WANTED TO BUY 


We buy used correspondence 
courses, book, etc! Courses to rent. 


Wiedman Co., La Crosse, Wis. 


GUITAR LESSONS 


I guarantee to teach you to play 
the guitar, tenor guitar, or ukelele 
so that within a few weeks you 
can play and sing your favorite 
songs. This is not a school of 
music. I teach you personally by 
mail. All you need to buy is the 
course which I will send you for 
only $3.00. You may send me some 
of your favorite songs with your 
order and I will show you how you 
can play and sing them right away. 
I keep in touch with you as you 
advance in your lessons. I will 
return every penny of your money 
if you are not satisfied. Send all 
orders to — 

LESLIE L. LOPP 
502 Washington Street 
ENID, OKLAHOMA 
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morning, but you send them to a 
dirty picture show on Saturday 
afternoon. Back home buried in 
the tent is your sin. You had bet- 
ter go back there and check up. 
» Back there at home where .you 
) don’t discipline your children or 
) make them mind, where you don’t 
have a family altar, back at home 
where you lost your temper, back 
at home where you talk about the 
preacher and run down your neigh- 
bors, back at home where you are 
quarrelsome from morning to night 
—- Oh, God, help the homes of 
this country! Buried in the tent, 
buried in the tent, buried in the 
} tent! 

It is a sad thing when people 
) brag on somebody and you just 
feel like, “Well, you don’t know 
them like I do.” Back at home 
»; Achan’s wife didn’t brag on his 
'| Christianity. No! No! 

A terrible thing sin is. These 
"| were sins, these sins of ours. Did 
©} you notice the family suffered? 
His wife and children were slain 
|} with him. There are people here 
|) tonight going to Hell, and your 
children are going with you. The 
» whole family is going because dad 
is going. Oh yes, they are going 
the same way. You had better be- 
ware. There may be a curse on a 
family because of the way a man 
does, or because of the way the 
wife and mother does, or the way 
the children do. 
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TEXAS SEED & PLANT CO. 


Call us for anything in cut 
flowers, floral designs and 
plants 
Front of Ball Park 
E. Jefferson 9-1124 
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| Seeing and Sewing 


3} Close work such as sewing imposes a 
i severe strain on the eyes—strain which, 
if prolonged, might result in serious and 
} perhaps permanent injury. Don't en- 
danger your precious vision—have your 
 @yes examined regularly—for health 
and comfort. 
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Optical Co. 


Precision - Quality - Service 
Dr. J. L. St. Clair, O. D. 
H. O. Scott, Credit Mgr 


1420 Commerce Dallas 
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School or send them on Sunday ihe Hidden Sin In Every Uncon- 


verted Person's Heart 


I come to another point. I come 
to every lost man who is here. I 
want you to dig down in your heart 
and find in the floor of your tent 
the reason you are under a curse, 
for you are under a curse. In 
John the third chapter, the Sav- 
iour said: 


“He that believeth on him 
is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned al- 
ready, because he hath not be- 
lieved in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.” 

Iam not talking now about wheth- 
er you curse—I know how some of 
you men curse when you get down 
to your work, and the dirty yarns 
you tell. I know how you take 
God’s name in vain when you 
ought to be talking about God and 
trying to win sinners. Instead of 
that there is only blasphemy, foul 
talk, and cursing. Oh, yes, I know 
how that is with some of you. I 
don’t know the details, but God 
knows them. But, my friends, there 
is worse sin than that in the heart. 
It is the sin of unbelief and Christ- 
rejection. Some one says, “Isn’t 
so and so a nice man, how he is. 
Isn’t he good to his wife, good to 
his neighbors? He is a nice busi- 
ness man.” But he is a rebel ac- 
cursed. There is sin, it is hidden 
in the floor “of his tent. A wicked 
sin, the wickedest of all sins. What 
is it? It is rejecting Jesus Christ! 
You. may appear to be good, but 
you may hate Jesus, despise Jesus 
Christ, have your heart on the 
devil’s side, and turn down and 
drive away the Holy Spirit and 
turn down the gospel like Judas 
Iscariot. Judas was a moral man. 
His worst :-sin was not stealing, 
though he was a thief. Deep in that 
vile, wicked heart, covered over 
with morality, with outward right- 
eousness, deep in that heart, that 
rebellious, unbelieving heart was 
rejection of Christ. And that is 
your sin tonight. How many sit 
on these benches, yet it will be 
only a short time until you reap 
your folly in Hell, crying out for 
water in Hell! These nice people 
go to Hell. Yes, a lot of nice peo- 
ple go to Hell. They are nice peo- 
ple — they pay their debts, but 
they have a rotten, wicked heart, 
turning down Jesus Christ. They 
seem so moral, they look so nice, 
they are dressed nice outwardly. 
Outwardly they are fine, but in 
their wicked hearts they reject Je- 
sus Christ. Hidden in the floor of 
their tent there is the hidden sin. 
There is a curse on it. And that 
Scripture I mentioned, John 3:18, 
is followed with these words: 

“And this is the condemna- 
tion, that light is come into 
the world, and men love dark- 
ness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. 

“For every One that doeth 
evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should be reproved.” 
(John 3:19, 20). 

There is a curse, for “everyone 
that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest 
his deedg should be reproved.” 
There it is. That is the bold; wicked 
sin that is taking you to Hell to- 
night. There is the sin. And you 
ought to go to Hell. The wicked- 
ness of rejecting the Saviour shows 


ZL 


Picts tae Peat 
NN. W 


. SALES CO. 


123 WEST JEFFERSON 


) 
\ 


‘ 12 lb. Bag Bewley's 


Flour 


45c|Meal 


5 lb. Bag Bewley's 


/ Green Beans, lb. ... 


6c 


N Tomatoes, lb. . 7c!Carrots, bch. .2¥2c 


Admiration 


tim Coffee, Ib. .. . 23c 


Early Bird 
Coffee, 2 lbs. . 29c 


= Crisco, 3 lb. can 


1 


~ 


Sugar, pure cane, 7 lb. bag...... 
J ASN I A 


38 Ml 
wl 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


mae @anse | a heart thst is far gone in sin!) 
THE CURSE OF HIDDEN SINS a heart that is far gone in sin! 


I beg you, tonight turn and be 
saved. 

Did you notice that sin was hid- 
den? It doesn’t appear to the out- 
side. That is the reason many a 
wife says, “My husband is such 
a good man. I wish he would join 
the church. All he needs is to 
join the church and be baptized.” 
No, that is not all he needs. Your 
sin is hidden, hidden deep, hidden 
from man’s eyes, but all the same, 
sin is there. It is the sin of re- 
jecting Christ. You drive away 
the Holy Spirit. You say, “Not 
tonight, not now.” You turn away 
from the gospel invitation. You 
say, “No, not now. I am far bet- 
ter than a lot of church members.” 
Your sin is hidden, but it is there 
just the same. And it is hidden sin, 
above all, the hidden sin that you 
do not confess, and do not for- 
sake. That is what takes you to 
Hell. That isn’t all. That is the 
wickedest of all sin. That is back 
of all sin. That is worse than all 
other sing to reject Christ. You 
needn’t talk about not having mur- 
dered anybody, this is worse than 
murder! You needn’t talk about 
not committing adultery — this is 
worse than adultery. You needn't 
talk about somebody else that is 
a thief. You have stolen for your 
own wicked purposes the heart 
with which you ought to love Him 
and serve Him. You have taken 
by wicked hands and wrested from 
God that which is His own. You 
are wicked! You are wicked! You 
are wicked! Murderer? No, you 
say you are not a murderer, but 
you are a murderer of Jesus Christ 
and have part in the crucifixion 
of our Saviour. And I beg you, be- 
ware of this, the wickedest of all 
sin. On it, my friend, there comes 
certain condemnation. 


Did you notice in the Scripture 
which I read this sad finale, the 
terrible ending when God said, “I 
will be sanctified in the mind of 
these people.” God said, “I will 
be honored in the sight of this peo- 
ple. I will have their respect. If 
I can’t have their loving respect 
because of my mercy, I will have 
respect because of my judgment.” 
So He said to Joshua, “Bring them 
out here tribe by tribe. All Israel 
must fee] this judgment on the na- 
tion. Bring the nation,” and he 
did. “Bring the tribes,’”’ and it was 
Judah. Bring his whole family one 
by one, one household, one man, 
and Achan stood forth and 
trembled. And the nation trembled 
while he faced his sin. If God is 
not honored in people loving and 
trusting Him for salvation and for- 
giveness, then God is going to be 
honored in people going to Hell. 
If any won’t bow for mercy, if they 
won’t honor God by -taking that 
free, then men will be dragged out 
of Hell and every knee shall bow 
and every tongue shall confess 
after they have gone to Hell. God 
will have from the mouth of wick- 
ed men, He will have the honor 
that is due Him. He is going to 
have it, my friend. Your sins must 
come to judgment. I beg you, I 
beg you, today turn while you can. 


I come to the conclusion. What 
can we do then about sin? Oh, 
my friends, confess it, confess it! 
Confess it! If there is a man here 
who has sinned against your wife, 
I would take her home, and take 
her alone and gravely tell her 
my sin and beg her forgiveness. If 
a woman here has sinned against 
her husband tonight even with 
tears and concern and penitent 
apology, I would confess my sin. 
If children are here, rebellious 
children, saucy children, who do 
not obey, do not love, do not talk 
nicely to the mother who bore you 
and to the father who begat you, 
then I would confess it and beg 
them to forgive me. If one has a 
sin you may not wish to confess it 
to men, but you should confess to 
God if you have sinned against 
God. Confess it to others that you 
sinned against. Make right what 
you can. Qh, there is no way out 
for people on the sin question with- 
out confessing your sin. 

When John held a mighty revival 
on the Jordan River banks, people 
came to him “confessiny their 
sins.” The prodigal son said, “I 
will arise and go to my father and 
will say unto him, I have sinned.” 
There is no way to get sin settled, 
the sin question is never settled 
without confession of sin. I do 
not believe in any kind of con- 
version that does not involve, at 
least in the heart, a realization 
of sin. There can be no salvation 
with covered sin hugged to the 


bosom, with no confession of it. I 
am talking about in the heart. 
That sin must be acknowledged. 
Your wickedness, rebellion against 
God must be acknowledged before 
sin can be forgiven. If some of 
you have wronged others and 
wronged them publicly, then you 
ought to confess publicly. If you 
have wronged them privately, con- 
fess it privately. I beg you, con- 
fess your sin, hunt it out, bring 
it to light. Let the light of God’s 
Word shine upon it and take sides 
with God against your own sin, 
against the sin of your children, 
against the sin that dishonors God. 
Take sides against sin, confess sin. 

What else? Appeal to Christ 
for mercy. This man Achan died 
without mercy. He didn’t come for 
mercy. He died because he kept 
his sin covered until hig sin found 
him out. He never did come for 
mercy. Only when he was made to 
confess it, he confessed it. Every 
sinner in Hell will one day be made 
to confess he is a sinner. You had 
better confess it and have mercy 
now. I thank God there is mercy 
and pardon for sinners. “Come 
now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool (Isa. 
1:18). There is mercy for sinners. 
Achan didn’t have to die. He could 
have come to Joshua and said, “I 
have sinned. Tell me what to do.” 
And there wouldn’t have been a 
curse on Israel and his own fami- 
ly wouldn’t have been stoned and 
burned and covered with rocks. 
You don’t have to die. “For God 
sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be saved” 
(John 3:17). God wants you to 
have mercy and peace and forgive- 
ness. What will you do? 


And now the last word is this. 
Thank God, there is a way to hide 
sin. Do you suppose I could stand 
here and preach as boldly as I have 
again and again and again against 
sin — do you suppose I could con- 
tinue to preach boldly against sin 
and have a straight face, and face 
you with an open heart? I could 
not do it except for one thing. I 
have found one place to hide sin. 
That is not down in the floor of 
the tent. That place to hide sin is 
to take it straight to God and have 
it covered with the blood of Jesus 
Christ who died for sinners! That 
is the place to cover sin and hide 
your past. Miss Fairy Shappard 
sang awhile ago, 

“Oh, weary soul, the gate is 

near, 
In sin why still abide? 

Both peace and rest are wait- 

ing here 
And you are just outside.” 
And the last verse, 
“Come in, be free from chains 
of sin, 
Be glad, be satisfied, 
Before the tempest breaks, 
come in, 
And leave your past out- 
side.” 

Thank God, you can bring sin 
and lay it down at the foot of the 
cross and have it covered with the 
blood and go away happy! Have 
you read Pilgrim’s Progress by 
John Bunyan, that great allegory 
of Christian life? And do you re- 
member how Christian came with 
a weight so heavy on his back he 
could hardly make it, until he got 
inside a little wicket gate? And 
when he did, his burden fell off 
and rolled down the hill and was 
gone! Oh, there is a little gate you 
can come through and bring your 
sins, but when you get there, they 
are taken away. Thank God, “the 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.” That 
is the place to cover sin, to hide 
sin. You can come and get for- 
giveness and get peace and go 
away happy! I wonder who wants 
forgiveness for your sin tonight. 
Oh, tonight be saved. Tonight is 
the time to be saved. Have you had 
this wicked sin of rejecting Christ ? 
Then say to Christ, “Lord, Iam a 
sinner, I want forgiveness. I want 
mercy! I want salvation. Make 
me a Christian!” He will save you. 
Jesus died for you. He is ready 
tonight. Are you ready? Let Him 
make it right for you. Won’t you 
take Christ as your Saviour? 

I wonder who will say, “Brother 
Rice, I had a vow with God, but 
I haven’t kept it. I come publicly 
to re-dedicate myself tonight. May- 
be the vow was about family altar, 
tithing, hidden sin, a vow you have 
broken. I would come out here 
and confess it. Don’t you want to 
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tonight? I do not mean confess 
every detail to the public nor neces- 
sarily to me, but if there is some- 
thing between ‘you and God that 
needs to be adjusted, won’t you 
get it adjusted tonight? Come, and 
let’s do it tonight. Is there a back- 
slider who has wandered far away 
from God? 


Come on, prodigal, there is room 
at the Father’s house. There is a 
robe of righteousness for you. 
There is a ring for your finger 
and shoes for your feet. The Father 
will fall on your neck and kiss 
you. Don’t you want to come back, 
prodigal boy gone away from God? 
Won't you make a new start? Then 
you come. Let’s take out the hid- 
den sins, let’s beg God to forgive 
them before judgment comes on 
them. Hide all under the blood 
and go away happy tonight. 


Several came. 
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